Copenhagen, Denmark). E. coli O-genotyping PCR was used as a supplementary tool for O serogroup identification (1).

Detection of stx1, stx2, and Their Subtypes
Detection of stx1 and stx2 was performed by PCR with primers LP30/LP31 and LP43/LP44 (2) and primers vtx1-det-F1/vtx1-det-R1, F4/R1 and F4-f/R1-e/f (3). Subtyping of stx2 was performed as described (3) . E. coli O157:H7 strain Sakai was used as a positive control strain for stx1, stx2 and eae. Seven E. coli strains were used as positive control strains for the 7 subtypes of stx2 as described (3).
Detection of Virulence Genes/Factors
We used PCR to detect eae, saa, and aggR as described in the following articles: saa (4); eae (5); and aggR (6) . Eib was detected by using an immunodetection assay with human-derived IgG Fc-and IgA-conjugated with horseradish peroxidase (HRP; Jackson Immunoresearch Laboratories) on centrifuged bacterial cell pellets from overnight cultures, as described previously (7) . Three E. coli strains were used as positive control strains to detect saa (4), aggR (6) , and Eib (7). 
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